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Art at the Threshold

Using the Across and Down clues, write the correct
words in the numbered grid below.

1
O

2 3
R

4 5

D
6

E

7
O

I

8
P V

ACROSS

1. If something ______s a place 
or an object, it makes it look 
more beautiful.

3. The word ______ is used to 
refer to delicate ornamental 
designs made with gold or silver 
wire.

6. To ______ is to emit flashes of 
light or sparkle.

7. If you describe something as 
______, you consider it to be 
special and are unwilling to see 
it criticized or changed.

8. A ______ approach to 
something involves telling 
people what they should do, 
rather than simply giving 
suggestions or describing what 
is done.

DOWN

1. In art, an ______ is a design of 
flowing lines.

2. A ______ house or other 
building is not large or 
expensive.

3. When you describe something 
as ______, you mean it’s 
passing quickly away, or it’s 
transitory or fleeting.

4. If you refer to the ______ of 
something unpleasant, you are 
referring to something that you 
are frightened might occur.

5. You describe something as 
______ when it is obvious or 
intense and easily noticed.
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For each question below a number of similar words
appear, but only one is spelled correctly and matches the
clue that is provided. Write the letter of the correctly
spelled word in the space by the question number.

1.

dictatorial, rigid, authoritarian, legislating

a. PRESCRIRTIVE   b. PRESCRIPTIVEE   c. PRESRIPTIVE   
d. PRESCRIPTIVE

2.
ghost, apparition

a. SPECTTER   b. SPECTERE   c. SPECTIR   d. SPECTER

3.
decorate, enhance, deck, trim

a. ADORNE   b. ADURN   c. ADERN   d. ADORN

4.

fleeting, ephemeral

a. FUGACIOWS   b. FUGASIOUS   c. FUGACIOUS   
d. FUGATIOUS

5.

Freedom of the press is ______.

a. SACRODANCT   b. SACROSANCT   c. SACROSANCTE   
d. SACRROSANCT

6.
simple, homely, small, ordinary

a. MOTEST   b. MODDEST   c. MODESTE   d. MODEST

7.

An ______ is a position in ballet dancing. The dancer stands 
on one leg with their other leg lifted and stretched out 
backwards, and their arms stretched out in front of them.

a. ARABBESQUE   b. ARABESCUE   c. ARABESQUE   
d. ARABSQU

8.
obvious, apparent, patent, clear

a. PALPABEL   b. PALPABLE   c. PALPABL   d. PELPEBLE

9.
wirework, lace, lattice, tracery

a. FILIGREA   b. FILIRREE   c. FILIGR   d. FILIGREE
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10.

to give off flashes of light; glitter; sparkle

a. CERUSCATE   b. CORUSCATE   c. CORUSATE   
d. CORUSCAT

Choose the best option the completes the sentences
below: 

1. The tension between Amy and Jim is ______.
a. modest   b. adorn   c. palpable   d. specter   e. filigree

2. dictatorial, rigid, authoritarian, legislating
a. palpable   b. prescriptive   c. sacrosanct   d. fugacious   
e. arabesque

3. Several magnificent oil paintings ______ the walls.
a. modest   b. sacrosanct   c. coruscate   d. coruscate   
e. adorn

4. When you describe something as ______, you mean it’s passing 
quickly away, or it’s transitory or fleeting.
a. arabesque   b. filigree   c. fugacious   d. specter   
e. palpable

5. wirework, lace, lattice, tracery
a. modest   b. prescriptive   c. palpable   d. filigree   
e. prescriptive

6. To ______ is to emit flashes of light or sparkle.
a. sacrosanct   b. arabesque   c. coruscate   d. specter   
e. fugacious

7. In art, an ______ is a design of flowing lines.
a. coruscate   b. adorn   c. arabesque   d. palpable   e. filigree

8. A one-night stay in a ______ hotel costs around £35.
a. fugacious   b. modest   c. adorn   d. prescriptive   
e. arabesque

9. inviolable, sacred, inviolate, untouchable
a. filigree   b. coruscate   c. sacrosanct   d. specter   e. modest

10. If you refer to the ______ of something unpleasant, you are 
referring to something that you are frightened might occur.
a. filigree   b. specter   c. sacrosanct   d. fugacious   
e. sacrosanct
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In each line of text below there is one word that has been
misspelled. Find the misspelled words and correct them.

Ard at the Threshold 1.

Regardless of the culture, home iz where the 2.
spirit of a people iz palpable. In India, the home 3.
is almost sacrosacct, a reflection of one's 4.
inermost person. On earthen surfaces in their 5.
nativ country and on the concrete doorsteps of 6.
homes in their adopted nasions, Indian women 7.
carry owt the ancient tradition of rangoli, 8.
decorating the threshold with turmerec, indigo, 9.
lentils, and other natural substances. Thece 10.
desins provide a vibrant welcome mat to even 11.
the most modeste dwelling. 12.

The exact origins of rangoli our unknown, but art 13.
historians assume that the tradition beggan as a 14.
form off thanksgiving. To the people of lndia, the 15.
floor is synonymous with the eirth, a mother 16.
figure that supports all lif. To adorn the floor of 17.
a house is too honor the house and the earth as 18.
special places. The art ferm has an added 19.
dimension, teching children that beauty in the 20.
home is something that kan be created easily and 21.
dois not require material possessions. 22.

While rangolie designs vary from region to region 23.
and famile to family, they follow prescriptive 24.
paterns, often a series of dots or dashes aligned 25.
inn the shapes of plants, animals, gods and 26.
goddesses, or geometric forms. Althowgh thin 27.
sticks wound with cloth our sometimes used, the 28.
basic tooll for rangoli is the hand. The artist 29.
begins buy placing her materials in small 30.
containers with wide brims. After selecting an 31.
freshly swept spot on the floor ore doorstep, she 32.
creates her designs spontaneously. Sh pinches a 33.
bit of powder between her forefinger end thumb, 34.
then shakes off the excess. She moves her hannd 35.
to tha chosen spot, slides her thumb slowly over 36.
tha forefinger, which acts like a miniature shovel, 37.
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and then drops off the powder carefully to maek 38.
an swirling arabesque. The materials may also be 39.
sieved through a clenched fist, using fingirtips to 40.
trace filigread patterns. Lentils, grains, pebbles, 41.
and flowers are added for texture and coler. The 42.
designs glow in sunlit and coruscate in 43.
reflected monlight. 44.

Whether an everyday routine ore a celebratory 45.
ritual, rangoli turns a common floer into 46.
momentary poetree. Its fugacious nature, 47.
whereby the designs are sweppt away with a grass 48.
broom at day's end (if they haven't bene 49.
trampled beforehand), emphasizes tha process of 50.
creation. Once the beautiful pictures our swept 51.
awae, only their specters linger in the minds of 52.
they're creators. 53.

A number of words have been removed from each sentence and
listed below the sentence. Use the listed words to fill the blanks in
the sentence.

1. pinches bit of powder between
and thumb, then shakes off the .

A. A B. SHE C. FOREFINGER D. EXCESS E. HER

2. The exact origins are unknown, but art
historians assume that the tradition began as

thanksgiving.

A. FORM B. A C. RANGOLI D. OF E. OF

3. Its fugacious nature, whereby designs
swept away grass broom at day's end (if
they haven't been trampled beforehand), emphasizes the process

creation.

A. ARE B. A C. THE D. OF E. WITH
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4. Although thin wound cloth are sometimes
, the tool for is the hand.

A. RANGOLI B. USED C. BASIC D. WITH E. STICKS

5. On earthen surfaces in their native country and on the concrete
doorsteps homes in their adopted nations, Indian
women carry ancient tradition of rangoli,
decorating the threshold with turmeric, indigo, lentils,

other substances.

A. THE B. NATURAL C. AND D. OUT E. OF

6. begins by placing materials in
containers wide brims.

A. SMALL B. THE C. WITH D. HER E. ARTIST

7. While rangoli vary from region to region and family to
family, follow prescriptive patterns, often a series of
dots or dashes aligned in shapes of plants, ,
gods goddesses, or geometric forms.

A. THEY B. ANIMALS C. AND D. THE E. DESIGNS

8. In ,
sacrosanct, a reflection of one's innermost person.

A. INDIA B. HOME C. IS D. THE E. ALMOST

9. These provide vibrant welcome mat to
even most .

A. A B. DWELLING C. THE D. MODEST E. DESIGNS

10. selecting freshly swept spot
floor or doorstep, she creates her designs

.

A. ON B. THE C. AFTER D. SPONTANEOUSLY E. A
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Review of the Previous Episodes

Using the Across and Down clues, write the correct
words in the numbered grid below.

1
D

2 3

E

4
M

5 6
E

7

8
D

9

A
10

A
11

E
12

13
R

14 15
E

16

17
M

18
S

L
19

N
20

T
21

N
22

23
G

A
24 25

U
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ACROSS

1. ______ things are very basic 
or simple and are therefore 
unsatisfactory.

4. Conditions that are ______ to 
something make it difficult for 
that thing to exist or do well.

5. A ______ statement or 
comment is brief and 
unfriendly, but to the point.

8. If you describe something as 
______, you mean it is bigger 
or more elaborate than 
necessary.

10. If you ______ the truth about 
something, you find out what it 
is, especially by making a 
deliberate effort to do so.

11. A ______ comment or piece 
of writing is short, direct, and 
full of meaning.

13. ______ land is so dry that 
very few plants can grow on it.

15. If one person refers to another 
as an ______, the first person 
is hostile towards the second 
person because that person has 
a different religion or has no 
religion.

17. If you describe someone as 
______, you mean that they 
do things very carefully and 
with great attention to detail.

18. If something is ______d by 
something newer, it is replaced 
because it has become old-
fashioned or unacceptable.

DOWN

1. A ______ is a small cavity or 
depression in a bodily organ, 
part, or structure.

2. The ______ of a group of 
people consists of the symbols, 
pictures, and objects which 
represent their ideas and way 
of life.

3. ______ things are clearly 
different from each other in 
quality or type.

6. If you ______ from known 
facts, you use them as a basis 
for general statements about a 
situation or about what is likely 
to happen in the future.

7. If you describe someone or 
something as ______, you 
mean that they are intellectual 
rather than emotional.

9. People sometimes refer to a 
foreign language, especially 
one that they do not speak or 
understand, as a ______.

12. If something ______s to 
something else, it sticks firmly 
to it.

14. A ______ is a small stream.

16. A ______ is a sudden, very 
heavy fall of rain that usually 
causes great floods.

17. If you describe something as 
______, you approve of it for 
its good or worthwhile 
qualities.

18. ______ occurrences of 
something happen at irregular 
intervals.
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20. A ______ of a substance or 
object is the way in which it 
behaves in particular 
conditions.

21. To be ______ across, on, or 
over something means to be 
written or shown on something 
in a very noticeable way.

23. Something that is an ______ 
part of something is an 
essential part of that thing.

24. If you say that something is 
______, you mean there is no 
point in doing it, usually 
because it has no chance of 
succeeding.

25. To ______ is to shorten by 
cutting off a part, end, or top of 
something.

19. If you describe a rumor, belief, 
or feeling as ______, you 
mean that it is wrong and is 
not based on facts or evidence.

22. When you ______ a subject, 
especially a sensitive one, you 
mention it in order to start a 
discussion on it.

Choose the best option the completes the sentences
below: 

1. If you say that something is ______, you mean that it is clearly 
true and that nobody would disagree with it if they saw it or 
considered it.
a. configuration   b. rudimentary   c. ellipsis   d. manifest   
e. deluge

2. ______ is the power to change or create things in a way which 
seems mysterious and magical.
a. iconography   b. adhere   c. arid   d. pithy   e. alchemy

3. They perfected stamps to decorate pots and vessels with elaborate 
______ that portrayed scenes from daily life.
a. broach   b. manifest   c. meritorious   d. iconography   
e. ascertain

4. ______ knowledge includes only the simplest and most basic 
facts.
a. wrought   b. unfounded   c. rarefied   d. rudimentary   
e. apt
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5. bourn, brook, channel, creek
a. ostensible   b. grandiose   c. blazoned   d. rivulet   e. lingo

6. quality, feature, characteristic, mark
a. meticulous   b. inimical   c. extrapolate   d. property   
e. cerebral

7. Proverbs, however, can be dangerous. Poetic devices like rhythm 
and ellipsis make their lessons so condensed and powerful that 
they sound true. But this prepackaged wisdom is not always 
useful or ______.
a. sporadic   b. supersede   c. infidel   d. meritorious   
e. alchemy

8. If you ______ to an opinion or belief, you support or hold it.
a. sublime   b. ascendancy   c. adhere   d. truncate   
e. integral

9. Once exposed, soil is quickly ______d by wind and rain.
a. terse   b. recess   c. florescent   d. disparate   e. erode

10. To ______ is to shorten by cutting off a part, end, or top of 
something.
a. futile   b. truncate   c. erode   d. futile   e. rudimentary

11. For example, "Spare the rod and spoil the child" implies that 
physical punishment builds good character in children. Yet 
research suggests that such discipline can cause children to be 
more ______ than their peers.
a. sublime   b. pithy   c. manifest   d. broach   e. inimical

12. Proverbs are an ______ part of the oral tradition of most 
cultures and are often similar from one country to the next.
a. erode   b. integral   c. adhere   d. arid   e. grandiose

13. language, jargon, dialect, talk
a. iconography   b. infidel   c. ascertain   d. lingo   
e. extrapolate

14. A ______ comment or piece of writing is short, direct, and full 
of meaning.
a. rarefied   b. pithy   c. blazoned   d. disparate   e. truncate

15. pretentious, ambitious, extravagant, flamboyant
a. property   b. rivulet   c. unfounded   d. grandiose   
e. meticulous
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16. Dobereiner's rudimentary observations set off a search for more 
relationships, and in 1866 an English chemist named Newlands 
proposed his law of octaves, which ______d Dobereiner's triads.
a. deluge   b. ostensible   c. supersede   d. florescent   
e. ellipsis

17. intermittent, occasional, scattered, isolated
a. meritorious   b. inimical   c. sporadic   d. wrought   e. apt

18. curt, abrupt, brusque, short
a. configuration   b. recess   c. integral   d. terse   e. lingo

19. bring up, approach, introduce, mention
a. cerebral   b. broach   c. terse   d. ascendancy   e. alchemy

20. Washington struck me as a precarious place from which to 
publish such a ______ newspaper.
a. rarefied   b. meticulous   c. supersede   d. cerebral   
e. property

21. unbeliever, sceptic, atheist, heretic
a. broach   b. meritorious   c. ascertain   d. infidel   
e. extrapolate

22. constructed, elaborated, fashioned, formed
a. unfounded   b. recess   c. cerebral   d. configuration   
e. wrought

23. find out, learn, discover, determine
a. manifest   b. rivulet   c. adhere   d. ascertain   
e. rudimentary

24. Many of the alchemists' efforts were devoted to a futile search for 
a method of turning common metals into gold. Although such 
efforts seem rather far removed from science as we know it today, 
some scientific knowledge was eventually ______d from 
alchemy.
a. lingo   b. extrapolate   c. wrought   d. arid   e. truncate

25. By the time the Spaniards arrived in the early sixteenth century, 
sporadic ______s from the destructive weather of El Nino had 
over the years eroded the mudbrick pyramids and palaces.
a. futile   b. deluge   c. ascendancy   d. grandiose   
e. iconography
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26. If you describe someone as ______, you mean that they do 
things very carefully and with great attention to detail.
a. ostensible   b. terse   c. meticulous   d. blazoned   
e. integral

27. In linguistics, ______ means leaving out words rather than 
repeating them unnecessarily; for example, saying 'I want to go 
but I can't' instead of 'I want to go but I can't go'.
a. disparate   b. florescent   c. ellipsis   d. apt   e. alchemy

28. To be ______ means to be made or become rarer or less dense, 
or to thin out.
a. infidel   b. erode   c. inimical   d. sporadic   e. rarefied

29. If one group has ______ over another group, it has more power 
or influence than the other group.
a. supersede   b. pithy   c. alchemy   d. ascendancy   
e. sublime

30. Today, in almost any scientific laboratory in the world, the 
periodic table of the elements is ______ on the wall—an 
enduring tribute to the work of Dmitri Mendeleev.
a. manifest   b. arid   c. blazoned   d. configuration   e. recess

31. flourishing, abloom, in bloom
a. integral   b. ellipsis   c. florescent   d. terse   e. disparate

32. The ______ of a computer system is the way in which all its 
parts, such as the hardware and software, are connected together 
in order for the computer to work.
a. adhere   b. florescent   c. configuration   d. meritorious   
e. grandiose

33. If you say that something is ______, you mean there is no point 
in doing it, usually because it has no chance of succeeding.
a. ascendancy   b. cerebral   c. rarefied   d. futile   e. broach

34. Some old sayings, like "An apple a day keeps the doctor away," 
don't seem valid anymore. Yet in spite of the passing of time, 
many proverbs remain quite ______.
a. truncate   b. rudimentary   c. apt   d. iconography   
e. inimical

35. different, contrasting, unlike, contrary
a. supersede   b. erode   c. extrapolate   d. disparate   
e. unfounded
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36. If you describe a rumor, belief, or feeling as ______, you mean 
that it is wrong and is not based on facts or evidence.
a. apt   b. lingo   c. wrought   d. sporadic   e. unfounded

37. They used rivers to create a network of irrigation canals that 
watered thousands of acres in ______ coastal valleys, producing 
crops of corn, beans, avocados, squash, chili peppers, and 
peanuts.
a. rivulet   b. deluge   c. arid   d. blazoned   e. meticulous

38. apparent, seeming, supposed, alleged
a. pithy   b. infidel   c. property   d. ostensible   e. futile

39. A ______ is a break between the periods of work of an official 
body such as a committee, a court of law, or a government.
a. sublime   b. supersede   c. property   d. ascertain   e. recess

40. If you describe something as ______, you mean that it has a 
wonderful quality that affects you deeply.
a. cerebral   b. extrapolate   c. iconography   d. grandiose   
e. sublime
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Find the hidden words. The words have been placed
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

D E I F E R A R L E D I F N I C O N O G R A P H Y
M E R I T O R I O U S R I V U L E T L M S Q S W Z
Y J L I N I M I C A L D Z M J S N X K A I A S M P
S Q Y I Y A M C I WW G R A N D I O S E S I E G J
F S J N M E D O R E L B I S N E T S O Y P T C G U
T A M T E T S O L J V O V C H X S U B L I M E W O
E K C E H U P N F S C E R E B R A L P J L W R Q M
P O O G C V D A L P S D E R A D Z Q U F L S O F Y
I B N R L J I Y O O O C H T O G N I L T E B O L K
T R F A A U R A R R I P K A D W Y M A N I F E S T
H O I L C S A O E A M E T I C U L O U S W X X W I
Y A G F V U K V S D T Q E N C Q V Q E R V E B H P
X C U L Z P K Y C I I N I T E T A L O P A R T X E
E H R R O E T P E C N Y E H A Q Z U H B N F X L D
I F A X I R T Y N K E T G M B C G P I F D Y N O E
Z A T E E S W G T D E J F Q I H N W U Q W J D T L
O F I P D E N O Z A L B B B T D O U K U M V E J U
L J O Y K D E T A R A P S I D W U J R N Y R F W G
H R N M Y E U E D E D N U O F N U R K T S T T I E
P Z P F F E E R E H D A R Y C N A D N E C S A X W

CONFIGURATION SUBLIME EXTRAPOLATE
OSTENSIBLE WROUGHT SPORADIC
TRUNCATE UNFOUNDED RECESS
RAREFIED TERSE MERITORIOUS
ELLIPSIS BROACH PROPERTY
RIVULET INTEGRAL DISPARATE
SUPERSEDE ASCERTAIN DELUGE
ICONOGRAPHY APT ASCENDANCY
FLORESCENT RUDIMENTARY ADHERE
ERODE GRANDIOSE MANIFEST
CEREBRAL INIMICAL ALCHEMY
INFIDEL PITHY METICULOUS
BLAZONED ARID LINGO
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Art at the Threshold

Using the Across and Down clues, write the correct
words in the numbered grid below.

1
A D O R N
R

2
M

3
F I L I G R E E

A
4
S O U

5
P

B P D G
6
C O R U S C A T E

E E E A L
7
S A C R O S A N C T P
Q T T I A
U E O B
E R U L

8
P R E S C R I P T I V E

ACROSS

1. If something ______s a place 
or an object, it makes it look 
more beautiful.

3. The word ______ is used to 
refer to delicate ornamental 
designs made with gold or silver 
wire.

6. To ______ is to emit flashes of 
light or sparkle.

7. If you describe something as 
______, you consider it to be 
special and are unwilling to see 
it criticized or changed.

8. A ______ approach to 
something involves telling 
people what they should do, 
rather than simply giving 
suggestions or describing what 
is done.

DOWN

1. In art, an ______ is a design of 
flowing lines.

2. A ______ house or other 
building is not large or 
expensive.

3. When you describe something 
as ______, you mean it’s 
passing quickly away, or it’s 
transitory or fleeting.

4. If you refer to the ______ of 
something unpleasant, you are 
referring to something that you 
are frightened might occur.

5. You describe something as 
______ when it is obvious or 
intense and easily noticed.
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For each question below a number of similar words
appear, but only one is spelled correctly and matches the
clue that is provided. Write the letter of the correctly
spelled word in the space by the question number.

1. d

dictatorial, rigid, authoritarian, legislating

a. PRESCRIRTIVE   b. PRESCRIPTIVEE   c. PRESRIPTIVE   
d. PRESCRIPTIVE

2. d

ghost, apparition

a. SPECTTER   b. SPECTERE   c. SPECTIR   d. SPECTER

3. d

decorate, enhance, deck, trim

a. ADORNE   b. ADURN   c. ADERN   d. ADORN

4. c

fleeting, ephemeral

a. FUGACIOWS   b. FUGASIOUS   c. FUGACIOUS   
d. FUGATIOUS

5. b

Freedom of the press is ______.

a. SACRODANCT   b. SACROSANCT   c. SACROSANCTE   
d. SACRROSANCT

6. d

simple, homely, small, ordinary

a. MOTEST   b. MODDEST   c. MODESTE   d. MODEST

7. c

An ______ is a position in ballet dancing. The dancer stands 
on one leg with their other leg lifted and stretched out 
backwards, and their arms stretched out in front of them.

a. ARABBESQUE   b. ARABESCUE   c. ARABESQUE   
d. ARABSQU

8. b

obvious, apparent, patent, clear

a. PALPABEL   b. PALPABLE   c. PALPABL   d. PELPEBLE

9. d

wirework, lace, lattice, tracery

a. FILIGREA   b. FILIRREE   c. FILIGR   d. FILIGREE
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10. b

to give off flashes of light; glitter; sparkle

a. CERUSCATE   b. CORUSCATE   c. CORUSATE   
d. CORUSCAT

Choose the best option the completes the sentences
below: 

1. c The tension between Amy and Jim is ______.
a. modest   b. adorn   c. palpable   d. specter   e. filigree

2. b dictatorial, rigid, authoritarian, legislating
a. palpable   b. prescriptive   c. sacrosanct   d. fugacious   
e. arabesque

3. e Several magnificent oil paintings ______ the walls.
a. modest   b. sacrosanct   c. coruscate   d. coruscate   
e. adorn

4. c When you describe something as ______, you mean it’s passing 
quickly away, or it’s transitory or fleeting.
a. arabesque   b. filigree   c. fugacious   d. specter   
e. palpable

5. d wirework, lace, lattice, tracery
a. modest   b. prescriptive   c. palpable   d. filigree   
e. prescriptive

6. c To ______ is to emit flashes of light or sparkle.
a. sacrosanct   b. arabesque   c. coruscate   d. specter   
e. fugacious

7. c In art, an ______ is a design of flowing lines.
a. coruscate   b. adorn   c. arabesque   d. palpable   e. filigree

8. b A one-night stay in a ______ hotel costs around £35.
a. fugacious   b. modest   c. adorn   d. prescriptive   
e. arabesque

9. c inviolable, sacred, inviolate, untouchable
a. filigree   b. coruscate   c. sacrosanct   d. specter   e. modest

10. b If you refer to the ______ of something unpleasant, you are 
referring to something that you are frightened might occur.
a. filigree   b. specter   c. sacrosanct   d. fugacious   
e. sacrosanct
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In each line of text below there is one word that has been
misspelled. Find the misspelled words and correct them.

Ard at the Threshold 1. Art

Regardless of the culture, home iz where the 2. is
spirit of a people iz palpable. In India, the home 3. is
is almost sacrosacct, a reflection of one's 4. sacrosanct
inermost person. On earthen surfaces in their 5. innermost
nativ country and on the concrete doorsteps of 6. native
homes in their adopted nasions, Indian women 7. nations
carry owt the ancient tradition of rangoli, 8. out
decorating the threshold with turmerec, indigo, 9. turmeric
lentils, and other natural substances. Thece 10. These
desins provide a vibrant welcome mat to even 11. designs
the most modeste dwelling. 12. modest

The exact origins of rangoli our unknown, but art 13. are
historians assume that the tradition beggan as a 14. began
form off thanksgiving. To the people of lndia, the 15. of
floor is synonymous with the eirth, a mother 16. earth
figure that supports all lif. To adorn the floor of 17. life
a house is too honor the house and the earth as 18. to
special places. The art ferm has an added 19. form
dimension, teching children that beauty in the 20. teaching
home is something that kan be created easily and 21. can
dois not require material possessions. 22. does

While rangolie designs vary from region to region 23. rangoli
and famile to family, they follow prescriptive 24. family
paterns, often a series of dots or dashes aligned 25. patterns
inn the shapes of plants, animals, gods and 26. in
goddesses, or geometric forms. Althowgh thin 27. Although
sticks wound with cloth our sometimes used, the 28. are
basic tooll for rangoli is the hand. The artist 29. tool
begins buy placing her materials in small 30. by
containers with wide brims. After selecting an 31. a
freshly swept spot on the floor ore doorstep, she 32. or
creates her designs spontaneously. Sh pinches a 33. She
bit of powder between her forefinger end thumb, 34. and
then shakes off the excess. She moves her hannd 35. hand
to tha chosen spot, slides her thumb slowly over 36. the
tha forefinger, which acts like a miniature shovel, 37. the
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and then drops off the powder carefully to maek 38. make
an swirling arabesque. The materials may also be 39. a
sieved through a clenched fist, using fingirtips to 40. fingertips
trace filigread patterns. Lentils, grains, pebbles, 41. filigreed
and flowers are added for texture and coler. The 42. color
designs glow in sunlit and coruscate in 43. sunlight
reflected monlight. 44. moonlight

Whether an everyday routine ore a celebratory 45. or
ritual, rangoli turns a common floer into 46. floor
momentary poetree. Its fugacious nature, 47. poetry
whereby the designs are sweppt away with a grass 48. swept
broom at day's end (if they haven't bene 49. been
trampled beforehand), emphasizes tha process of 50. the
creation. Once the beautiful pictures our swept 51. are
awae, only their specters linger in the minds of 52. away
they're creators. 53. their

A number of words have been removed from each sentence and
listed below the sentence. Use the listed words to fill the blanks in
the sentence.

1. She pinches a bit of powder between
her forefinger and thumb, then shakes off the excess .

A. A B. SHE C. FOREFINGER D. EXCESS E. HER

2. The exact origins of rangoli are unknown, but art
historians assume that the tradition began as a
form of thanksgiving.

A. FORM B. A C. RANGOLI D. OF E. OF

3. Its fugacious nature, whereby the designs are
swept away with a grass broom at day's end (if
they haven't been trampled beforehand), emphasizes the process
of creation.

A. ARE B. A C. THE D. OF E. WITH
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4. Although thin sticks wound with cloth are sometimes
used , the basic tool for rangoli is the hand.

A. RANGOLI B. USED C. BASIC D. WITH E. STICKS

5. On earthen surfaces in their native country and on the concrete
doorsteps of homes in their adopted nations, Indian
women carry out the ancient tradition of rangoli,
decorating the threshold with turmeric, indigo, lentils,
and other natural substances.

A. THE B. NATURAL C. AND D. OUT E. OF

6. The artist begins by placing her materials in
small containers with wide brims.

A. SMALL B. THE C. WITH D. HER E. ARTIST

7. While rangoli designs vary from region to region and family to
family, they follow prescriptive patterns, often a series of
dots or dashes aligned in the shapes of plants, animals ,
gods and goddesses, or geometric forms.

A. THEY B. ANIMALS C. AND D. THE E. DESIGNS

8. In India , the home is almost
sacrosanct, a reflection of one's innermost person.

A. INDIA B. HOME C. IS D. THE E. ALMOST

9. These designs provide a vibrant welcome mat to
even the most modest dwelling .

A. A B. DWELLING C. THE D. MODEST E. DESIGNS

10. After selecting a freshly swept spot on
the floor or doorstep, she creates her designs
spontaneously.

A. ON B. THE C. AFTER D. SPONTANEOUSLY E. A
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Review of the Previous Episodes

Using the Across and Down clues, write the correct
words in the numbered grid below.

1
R U D

2
I M E N T A R Y

3
D

E C I
C O S
E

4
I N I M I C A L P

5
T

6
E R S E O

7
C A

X S
8
G R A N D I O S E R

9
L

T R R A I
R A

10
A S C E R T A I N

A
11
P I T H Y B E G

P H R
12
A O

O Y
13
A R I D

L
14
R

15
I N F I D E L H

A I E
T V R

16
D

17
M E T I C U L O U S

18
S U P E R S E D E

E L P L
R E

19
U O U

I T N
20
P R O P E R T Y G

T F A E
O

21
B L A Z O N E D

22
B

R U
23
I N T E G R A L

I N C O
O D A
U

24
F U T I L E

25
T R U N C A T E

S D H
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ACROSS

1. ______ things are very basic 
or simple and are therefore 
unsatisfactory.

4. Conditions that are ______ to 
something make it difficult for 
that thing to exist or do well.

5. A ______ statement or 
comment is brief and 
unfriendly, but to the point.

8. If you describe something as 
______, you mean it is bigger 
or more elaborate than 
necessary.

10. If you ______ the truth about 
something, you find out what it 
is, especially by making a 
deliberate effort to do so.

11. A ______ comment or piece 
of writing is short, direct, and 
full of meaning.

13. ______ land is so dry that 
very few plants can grow on it.

15. If one person refers to another 
as an ______, the first person 
is hostile towards the second 
person because that person has 
a different religion or has no 
religion.

17. If you describe someone as 
______, you mean that they 
do things very carefully and 
with great attention to detail.

18. If something is ______d by 
something newer, it is replaced 
because it has become old-
fashioned or unacceptable.

DOWN

1. A ______ is a small cavity or 
depression in a bodily organ, 
part, or structure.

2. The ______ of a group of 
people consists of the symbols, 
pictures, and objects which 
represent their ideas and way 
of life.

3. ______ things are clearly 
different from each other in 
quality or type.

6. If you ______ from known 
facts, you use them as a basis 
for general statements about a 
situation or about what is likely 
to happen in the future.

7. If you describe someone or 
something as ______, you 
mean that they are intellectual 
rather than emotional.

9. People sometimes refer to a 
foreign language, especially 
one that they do not speak or 
understand, as a ______.

12. If something ______s to 
something else, it sticks firmly 
to it.

14. A ______ is a small stream.

16. A ______ is a sudden, very 
heavy fall of rain that usually 
causes great floods.

17. If you describe something as 
______, you approve of it for 
its good or worthwhile 
qualities.

18. ______ occurrences of 
something happen at irregular 
intervals.
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20. A ______ of a substance or 
object is the way in which it 
behaves in particular 
conditions.

21. To be ______ across, on, or 
over something means to be 
written or shown on something 
in a very noticeable way.

23. Something that is an ______ 
part of something is an 
essential part of that thing.

24. If you say that something is 
______, you mean there is no 
point in doing it, usually 
because it has no chance of 
succeeding.

25. To ______ is to shorten by 
cutting off a part, end, or top of 
something.

19. If you describe a rumor, belief, 
or feeling as ______, you 
mean that it is wrong and is 
not based on facts or evidence.

22. When you ______ a subject, 
especially a sensitive one, you 
mention it in order to start a 
discussion on it.

Choose the best option the completes the sentences
below: 

1. d If you say that something is ______, you mean that it is clearly 
true and that nobody would disagree with it if they saw it or 
considered it.
a. configuration   b. rudimentary   c. ellipsis   d. manifest   
e. deluge

2. e ______ is the power to change or create things in a way which 
seems mysterious and magical.
a. iconography   b. adhere   c. arid   d. pithy   e. alchemy

3. d They perfected stamps to decorate pots and vessels with elaborate 
______ that portrayed scenes from daily life.
a. broach   b. manifest   c. meritorious   d. iconography   
e. ascertain

4. d ______ knowledge includes only the simplest and most basic 
facts.
a. wrought   b. unfounded   c. rarefied   d. rudimentary   
e. apt
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5. d bourn, brook, channel, creek
a. ostensible   b. grandiose   c. blazoned   d. rivulet   e. lingo

6. d quality, feature, characteristic, mark
a. meticulous   b. inimical   c. extrapolate   d. property   
e. cerebral

7. d Proverbs, however, can be dangerous. Poetic devices like rhythm 
and ellipsis make their lessons so condensed and powerful that 
they sound true. But this prepackaged wisdom is not always 
useful or ______.
a. sporadic   b. supersede   c. infidel   d. meritorious   
e. alchemy

8. c If you ______ to an opinion or belief, you support or hold it.
a. sublime   b. ascendancy   c. adhere   d. truncate   
e. integral

9. e Once exposed, soil is quickly ______d by wind and rain.
a. terse   b. recess   c. florescent   d. disparate   e. erode

10. b To ______ is to shorten by cutting off a part, end, or top of 
something.
a. futile   b. truncate   c. erode   d. futile   e. rudimentary

11. e For example, "Spare the rod and spoil the child" implies that 
physical punishment builds good character in children. Yet 
research suggests that such discipline can cause children to be 
more ______ than their peers.
a. sublime   b. pithy   c. manifest   d. broach   e. inimical

12. b Proverbs are an ______ part of the oral tradition of most 
cultures and are often similar from one country to the next.
a. erode   b. integral   c. adhere   d. arid   e. grandiose

13. d language, jargon, dialect, talk
a. iconography   b. infidel   c. ascertain   d. lingo   
e. extrapolate

14. b A ______ comment or piece of writing is short, direct, and full 
of meaning.
a. rarefied   b. pithy   c. blazoned   d. disparate   e. truncate

15. d pretentious, ambitious, extravagant, flamboyant
a. property   b. rivulet   c. unfounded   d. grandiose   
e. meticulous
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16. c Dobereiner's rudimentary observations set off a search for more 
relationships, and in 1866 an English chemist named Newlands 
proposed his law of octaves, which ______d Dobereiner's triads.
a. deluge   b. ostensible   c. supersede   d. florescent   
e. ellipsis

17. c intermittent, occasional, scattered, isolated
a. meritorious   b. inimical   c. sporadic   d. wrought   e. apt

18. d curt, abrupt, brusque, short
a. configuration   b. recess   c. integral   d. terse   e. lingo

19. b bring up, approach, introduce, mention
a. cerebral   b. broach   c. terse   d. ascendancy   e. alchemy

20. d Washington struck me as a precarious place from which to 
publish such a ______ newspaper.
a. rarefied   b. meticulous   c. supersede   d. cerebral   
e. property

21. d unbeliever, sceptic, atheist, heretic
a. broach   b. meritorious   c. ascertain   d. infidel   
e. extrapolate

22. e constructed, elaborated, fashioned, formed
a. unfounded   b. recess   c. cerebral   d. configuration   
e. wrought

23. d find out, learn, discover, determine
a. manifest   b. rivulet   c. adhere   d. ascertain   
e. rudimentary

24. b Many of the alchemists' efforts were devoted to a futile search for 
a method of turning common metals into gold. Although such 
efforts seem rather far removed from science as we know it today, 
some scientific knowledge was eventually ______d from 
alchemy.
a. lingo   b. extrapolate   c. wrought   d. arid   e. truncate

25. b By the time the Spaniards arrived in the early sixteenth century, 
sporadic ______s from the destructive weather of El Nino had 
over the years eroded the mudbrick pyramids and palaces.
a. futile   b. deluge   c. ascendancy   d. grandiose   
e. iconography
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26. c If you describe someone as ______, you mean that they do 
things very carefully and with great attention to detail.
a. ostensible   b. terse   c. meticulous   d. blazoned   
e. integral

27. c In linguistics, ______ means leaving out words rather than 
repeating them unnecessarily; for example, saying 'I want to go 
but I can't' instead of 'I want to go but I can't go'.
a. disparate   b. florescent   c. ellipsis   d. apt   e. alchemy

28. e To be ______ means to be made or become rarer or less dense, 
or to thin out.
a. infidel   b. erode   c. inimical   d. sporadic   e. rarefied

29. d If one group has ______ over another group, it has more power 
or influence than the other group.
a. supersede   b. pithy   c. alchemy   d. ascendancy   
e. sublime

30. c Today, in almost any scientific laboratory in the world, the 
periodic table of the elements is ______ on the wall—an 
enduring tribute to the work of Dmitri Mendeleev.
a. manifest   b. arid   c. blazoned   d. configuration   e. recess

31. c flourishing, abloom, in bloom
a. integral   b. ellipsis   c. florescent   d. terse   e. disparate

32. c The ______ of a computer system is the way in which all its 
parts, such as the hardware and software, are connected together 
in order for the computer to work.
a. adhere   b. florescent   c. configuration   d. meritorious   
e. grandiose

33. d If you say that something is ______, you mean there is no point 
in doing it, usually because it has no chance of succeeding.
a. ascendancy   b. cerebral   c. rarefied   d. futile   e. broach

34. c Some old sayings, like "An apple a day keeps the doctor away," 
don't seem valid anymore. Yet in spite of the passing of time, 
many proverbs remain quite ______.
a. truncate   b. rudimentary   c. apt   d. iconography   
e. inimical

35. d different, contrasting, unlike, contrary
a. supersede   b. erode   c. extrapolate   d. disparate   
e. unfounded
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36. e If you describe a rumor, belief, or feeling as ______, you mean 
that it is wrong and is not based on facts or evidence.
a. apt   b. lingo   c. wrought   d. sporadic   e. unfounded

37. c They used rivers to create a network of irrigation canals that 
watered thousands of acres in ______ coastal valleys, producing 
crops of corn, beans, avocados, squash, chili peppers, and 
peanuts.
a. rivulet   b. deluge   c. arid   d. blazoned   e. meticulous

38. d apparent, seeming, supposed, alleged
a. pithy   b. infidel   c. property   d. ostensible   e. futile

39. e A ______ is a break between the periods of work of an official 
body such as a committee, a court of law, or a government.
a. sublime   b. supersede   c. property   d. ascertain   e. recess

40. e If you describe something as ______, you mean that it has a 
wonderful quality that affects you deeply.
a. cerebral   b. extrapolate   c. iconography   d. grandiose   
e. sublime
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Find the hidden words. The words have been placed
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

D E I F E R A R L E D I F N I C O N O G R A P H Y
M E R I T O R I O U S R I V U L E T L M S Q S W Z
Y J L I N I M I C A L D Z M J S N X K A I A S M P
S Q Y I Y A M C I WW G R A N D I O S E S I E G J
F S J N M E D O R E L B I S N E T S O Y P T C G U
T A M T E T S O L J V O V C H X S U B L I M E W O
E K C E H U P N F S C E R E B R A L P J L W R Q M
P O O G C V D A L P S D E R A D Z Q U F L S O F Y
I B N R L J I Y O O O C H T O G N I L T E B O L K
T R F A A U R A R R I P K A D W Y M A N I F E S T
H O I L C S A O E A M E T I C U L O U S W X X W I
Y A G F V U K V S D T Q E N C Q V Q E R V E B H P
X C U L Z P K Y C I I N I T E T A L O P A R T X E
E H R R O E T P E C N Y E H A Q Z U H B N F X L D
I F A X I R T Y N K E T G M B C G P I F D Y N O E
Z A T E E S W G T D E J F Q I H N W U Q W J D T L
O F I P D E N O Z A L B B B T D O U K U M V E J U
L J O Y K D E T A R A P S I D W U J R N Y R F W G
H R N M Y E U E D E D N U O F N U R K T S T T I E
P Z P F F E E R E H D A R Y C N A D N E C S A X W

CONFIGURATION SUBLIME EXTRAPOLATE
OSTENSIBLE WROUGHT SPORADIC
TRUNCATE UNFOUNDED RECESS
RAREFIED TERSE MERITORIOUS
ELLIPSIS BROACH PROPERTY
RIVULET INTEGRAL DISPARATE
SUPERSEDE ASCERTAIN DELUGE
ICONOGRAPHY APT ASCENDANCY
FLORESCENT RUDIMENTARY ADHERE
ERODE GRANDIOSE MANIFEST
CEREBRAL INIMICAL ALCHEMY
INFIDEL PITHY METICULOUS
BLAZONED ARID LINGO
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