


Copyright © 2022 Danny Ballan | www.englishpluspodcast.com
1

Cats

Language/Listening Practice

Fill in the blanks with the provided words after the text. (You can
use this exercise to practice your listening if you want, by
listening and filling the blanks at the same time, or you can just
do it as a regular language exercise)

CATS

A cat lies on your lap, purring contentedly. Suddenly it snaps to

attention. Its whiskers twitch. Its ears stand up. It launches itself at the

1 . It makes a strange sound and bats at the

2 . It’s after a squirrel on the back fence.

That’s a cat for you. Cats outnumber dogs as the favorite pet of

Americans. The cat is also a skillful predator. It’s designed by

3 for huntingmice and 4 small

5 .

THEBODY OF A CAT

Cats closely resemble 6 fossil ancestors of 34million

7 ago. A cat’s skeleton has more than 230 bones. (A

human 8 ’s has 206.) Its hips and shoulders are loosely

attached to its spine. Its tail provides balance. This buildmakes cats

extremely nimble. A cat can survive 9 by twisting in the air

and landing on its feet.

A cat’s powerful muscles aid it in leaping and running. Its claws are
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attached to 10 that can extend the claws from the cat’s

paws. The 11 are designed for catching and holding prey.

A cat has strong jaws and sharp teeth. It uses its teeth to kill and to rip

apart its prey. It uses its rough 12 to 13

meat from bones, as well as to clean itself.

A cat’s senses are well 14 for hunting. It can pick up

smells hundreds of 15 or meters away. It can hear a wide

16 of sounds, including those too high for human ears. It

can turn its ears to focus on sounds. It has excellent 17 ,

especially at 18 . It can see well to its sides and can

accurately judge distances.

CATS ANDKITTENS

A female cat can have kittens by the age of nine or ten

19 . She carries her 20 for 21

nine weeks 22 giving birth. An average litter is about four

kittens.

Kittens’ eyes open about eight to ten days after 23 . For

24 six weeks, their only food is their mother’s milk. Then

the mother starts bringing them scraps of food. She may

25 back live prey.

Any cat will hunt-it’s their instinctive behavior. Kittens develop

26 hunting skills by watching their mother and imitating

what she does. This is how they become good “mousers.”

SOME INTERESTING 27 ABOUT CATS
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Scientists are not sure why, or how, a cat 28 . It is not

even certain whether a cat 29 its purring.

Cats living in 30 numbers on farms form 31

groups, like the prides of 32 cousins, the African

33 . No other member of the cat 34

35 this way.

Your pet cat probably hates to get wet. But cats are natural swimmers.

Cats were once 36 and hated in Europe. They were

believed to be connected with witches and the devil. Fear of cats led to

the superstition that a black cat crossing your path 37 bad

luck.

strip their claws
months large windowsill
window years falls
night birth range
about before other
young being yards
lions animals controls
their FACTS about
muscles family purrs
family tongue feared
nature their brings
eyesight behaves bring
adapted
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Spelling Quest

In each line of text below there is one word that has been
misspelled. Circle the misspelled word and then write the correct
spelling of the word on the line on the right side of the page.

CATSE 1.

A cat lies one your lap, purring contentedly. 2.
Suddenli it snaps to attention. Its whiskers 3.
twitcy. Its ears stand up. It launches itself at the 4.
windowsill. It makes a strang sound and bats at 5.
the window. It’s after a squirrel one the back 6.
fance. 7.

That’s a cat for you. Cats outnumber dogse as the 8.
favorit pet of Americans. The cat is also a 9.
skillful predator. It’s desined by nature for 10.
hunting mike and other small animals. 11.

THEBODY OF A CAT 12.

Cats closelee resemble their fossil ancestors of 34 13.
millien years ago. A cat’s skeleton has more than 14.
230 bopes. (A human being’s has 206.) Its hips 15.
end shoulders are loosely attached to its spine. 16.
Its tail provides balance. This build makes kats 17.
extremely nimble. A cat can survive falls buy 18.
twisting in the air and landing on its feeet. 19.

A cat’s poerful muscles aid it in leaping and 20.
running. Its clawws are attached to muscles that 21.
can extend tha claws from the cat’s paws. The 22.
claws are designd for catching and holding 23.
prey. AE cat has strong jaws and sharp teeth. It 24.
uses its teeth to kill and to rir apart its prey. It 25.
uses its rough tongue to strip meat from bores, 26.
as well as to clean itsself. 27.

A cat’s senses are well adapted for hunting. It kan 28.
pick up smells hundreds off yards or meters 29.
away. It can hear a wide range of sownds, 30.
including those too high for hulan ears. It can 31.
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turn its ears to focus on sounds. It has excellennt 32.
eyesight, especially at nit. It can see well to its 33.
sides and can accurateli judge distances. 34.

CATS ANDKITTENSE 35.

A female cat kan have kittens by the age of nine 36.
ore ten months. She carries her young for about 37.
nine weeks befere giving birth. An average litter 38.
is about fowr kittens. 39.

Kittens’ eyes open about eight to ten daes after 40.
birth. For about six weeks, they're only food is 41.
their mother’se milk. Then the mother starts 42.
bringing them scraps of food. She mey bring back 43.
live prei. 44.

Any cat will hunt-it’s their enstenctive behavior. 45.
Kitens develop their hunting skills by watching 46.
their mother and imitating wat she does. This is 47.
how theiy become good “mousers.” 48.

SOME INTERESTINGFACTS ABOUTCATSE 49.

Scientists are not sure why, ore how, a cat purrs. 50.
It is not even certan whether a cat controls its 51.
purreng. 52.

Cats living inn large numbers on farms form family 53.
groups, like the pridese of their cousins, the 54.
African lions. No othre member of the cat family 55.
behazes this way. 56.

Your pel cat probably hates to get wet. But cats 57.
are natural swimmirs. 58.

Cats were once feard and hated in Europe. They 59.
were believed to be conected with witches and 60.
the devil. Fear of cats led to the superstition thet 61.
a black cat crossing your path brings bad lucck. 62.
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Sentence Practice

A number of words have been removed from each sentence and
listed below the sentence. Use the listed words to fill the blanks in
the sentence.

1. living in large numbers on farms form
, the their cousins,

the African lions. No other member of the cat behaves
this .

A. WAY B. FAMILY C. LIKE D. PRIDES E. GROUPS F.
CATS G. OF H. FAMILY

2. Kittens’ eyes open about eight to days after
. For about six weeks, their food

their mother’s . the starts
bringing them scraps of food. She may bring live
prey.

A. THEN B. MILK C. ONLY D. BIRTH E. MOTHER F.
BACK G. IS H. TEN

3. Cats closely resemble their fossil ancestors of 34 years
ago. cat’s skeleton more than 230 bones.
(A human being’ has 206.) Its hips and are
loosely attached to its spine. Its tail . This
build cats extremely nimble. A cat can survive falls
by twisting in the air and landing on its feet.

A. MILLION B. SHOULDERS C. A D. S E. MAKES F.
BALANCE G. PROVIDES H. HAS
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4. A cat’s senses are well adapted hunting.
can pick up smells hundreds of yards meters away. It
can hear a wide of , including those too
high for human ears. It can turn its ears to focus on .
It has excellent eyesight, especially at night. It can see well to

sides and accurately judge distances.

A. SOUNDS B. CAN C. IT D. FOR E. SOUNDS F. OR G.
RANGE H. ITS

5. A cat’s powerful muscles aid it in and running. Its
claws are muscles that can extend the
claws from cat’s paws. The claws are designed

catching holding prey. A cat has
jaws and sharp teeth. uses its teeth to kill

and to rip apart its prey. It uses its rough tongue to strip meat
from bones, as well as to clean itself.

A. THE B. AND C. FOR D. ATTACHED E. STRONG F. TO
G. IT H. LEAPING

6. Any will ’s behavior.
Kittens their hunting skills by watching their mother
and imitating what she . is how they
become good “ .”

A. HUNT-IT B. DEVELOP C. DOES D. THEIR E. THIS F.
INSTINCTIVE G. MOUSERS H. CAT

7. Cats once feared and hated in Europe. They
be with witches

and the devil. Fear of led the superstition
that a black cat crossing your path brings luck.

A. TO B. CONNECTED C. BELIEVED D. WERE E. CATS F.
TO G. WERE H. BAD
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8. A cat lies on your , purring contentedly. Suddenly
snaps attention. Its whiskers twitch. Its

ears stand up. launches itself at the . It
makes a strange sound bats at the . It’s
after squirrel on the back fence.

A. IT B. IT C. LAP D. WINDOW E. A F. AND G. TO H.
WINDOWSILL

9. That’ a cat for you. Cats as
the favorite pet of Americans. cat also a
skillful . ’s by nature for hunting
mice and other small animals.

A. IT B. DOGS C. PREDATOR D. THE E. OUTNUMBER F.
DESIGNED G. IS H. S

10. pet cat probably hates
. cats .

A. WET B. GET C. TO D. ARE E. BUT F. YOUR G.
NATURAL H. SWIMMERS
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Word Practice

Find the hidden words. The words have been placed
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

U R E G FW L Y L D E T N E T N O C Y E Y I Y S Z
G C E NW T I X H U HW S R EMM I W S A N R RM
V G S I E H K N T C D E QW L C PW Y O Z C C E D
K N P H Y G U A D J L U X E T I R O V A F L N D E
C I E C B I J U Z O S E K C Q R U Y P I O U O L T
Z H C T M S U L P I WK R U E O C MWR U D I U C
G C I A X E I O I S W S I R X L G Q C B T I T O E
B T A C I Y W J H D F G I L I U L I Q G N N N H N
P A L P M E L B M E S E R L L U H E Z P U G E S N
GW L A R L G H G K DWR B L F Q X N UMW T A O
N S Y F Y F Y A N C E S T O R S U S K T B L T T C
I B U S T S I T N E I C S A R I W L S N E A A T Z
G L H S P R E D A T O R P R O V I D E S RWK A X
N H F F V T V Y G K L E I Z L X H K Q CW Y O C J
I D K O S K G N I T A T I M I D P Y F N X O N H T
R J E P N V Q F D O S C C S X C U O Z TWB L E F
B S E H C N U A L D O C V N D E V E I L E B Z D V
C X K N A E V I T C N I T S N I S K E L E T O NM
S L O R T N O C M I C Y E Z W S D E R D N U HWQ
H L RWWH I S K E R S K Y Y R O I V A H E B V Q
CATCHING HUNDREDS INCLUDING
BELIEVED ESPECIALLY WINDOWSILL
CONTROLS SKELETON IMITATING
CONNECTED RESEMBLE BRINGING
SCIENTISTS INSTINCTIVE SHOULDERS
BEHAVIOR WHISKERS LAUNCHES
FAVORITE EYESIGHT ANCESTORS
ATTENTION PREDATOR PROVIDES
WATCHING CONTENTEDLY SKILLFUL
SQUIRREL POWERFUL EXCELLENT
ATTACHED OUTNUMBER SWIMMERS
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Cats

Language/Listening Practice

Fill in the blanks with the provided words after the text. (You can
use this exercise to practice your listening if you want, by
listening and filling the blanks at the same time, or you can just
do it as a regular language exercise)

CATS

A cat lies on your lap, purring contentedly. Suddenly it snaps to

attention. Its whiskers twitch. Its ears stand up. It launches itself at the

1 windowsill. It makes a strange sound and bats at the

2 window . It’s after a squirrel on the back fence.

That’s a cat for you. Cats outnumber dogs as the favorite pet of

Americans. The cat is also a skillful predator. It’s designed by

3 nature for huntingmice and 4 other small

5 animals .

THEBODY OF A CAT

Cats closely resemble 6 their fossil ancestors of 34million

7 years ago. A cat’s skeleton has more than 230 bones. (A

human 8 being ’s has 206.) Its hips and shoulders are loosely

attached to its spine. Its tail provides balance. This buildmakes cats

extremely nimble. A cat can survive 9 falls by twisting in the air

and landing on its feet.

A cat’s powerful muscles aid it in leaping and running. Its claws are
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attached to 10 muscles that can extend the claws from the cat’s

paws. The 11 claws are designed for catching and holding prey.

A cat has strong jaws and sharp teeth. It uses its teeth to kill and to rip

apart its prey. It uses its rough 12 tongue to 13 strip

meat from bones, as well as to clean itself.

A cat’s senses are well 14 adapted for hunting. It can pick up

smells hundreds of 15 yards or meters away. It can hear a wide

16 range of sounds, including those too high for human ears. It

can turn its ears to focus on sounds. It has excellent 17 eyesight ,

especially at 18 night . It can see well to its sides and can

accurately judge distances.

CATS ANDKITTENS

A female cat can have kittens by the age of nine or ten

19 months . She carries her 20 young for 21 about

nine weeks 22 before giving birth. An average litter is about four

kittens.

Kittens’ eyes open about eight to ten days after 23 birth . For

24 about six weeks, their only food is their mother’s milk. Then

the mother starts bringing them scraps of food. She may

25 bring back live prey.

Any cat will hunt-it’s their instinctive behavior. Kittens develop

26 their hunting skills by watching their mother and imitating

what she does. This is how they become good “mousers.”

SOME INTERESTING 27 FACTS ABOUT CATS
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Scientists are not sure why, or how, a cat 28 purrs . It is not

even certain whether a cat 29 controls its purring.

Cats living in 30 large numbers on farms form 31 family

groups, like the prides of 32 their cousins, the African

33 lions . No other member of the cat 34 family

35 behaves this way.

Your pet cat probably hates to get wet. But cats are natural swimmers.

Cats were once 36 feared and hated in Europe. They were

believed to be connected with witches and the devil. Fear of cats led to

the superstition that a black cat crossing your path 37 brings bad

luck.

strip their claws
months large windowsill
window years falls
night birth range
about before other
young being yards
lions animals controls
their FACTS about
muscles family purrs
family tongue feared
nature their brings
eyesight behaves bring
adapted
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Spelling Quest

In each line of text below there is one word that has been
misspelled. Circle the misspelled word and then write the correct
spelling of the word on the line on the right side of the page.

CATSE 1. CATS

A cat lies one your lap, purring contentedly. 2. on
Suddenli it snaps to attention. Its whiskers 3. Suddenly
twitcy. Its ears stand up. It launches itself at the 4. twitch
windowsill. It makes a strang sound and bats at 5. strange
the window. It’s after a squirrel one the back 6. on
fance. 7. fence

That’s a cat for you. Cats outnumber dogse as the 8. dogs
favorit pet of Americans. The cat is also a 9. favorite
skillful predator. It’s desined by nature for 10. designed
hunting mike and other small animals. 11. mice

THEBODY OF A CAT 12. A

Cats closelee resemble their fossil ancestors of 34 13. closely
millien years ago. A cat’s skeleton has more than 14. million
230 bopes. (A human being’s has 206.) Its hips 15. bones
end shoulders are loosely attached to its spine. 16. and
Its tail provides balance. This build makes kats 17. cats
extremely nimble. A cat can survive falls buy 18. by
twisting in the air and landing on its feeet. 19. feet

A cat’s poerful muscles aid it in leaping and 20. powerful
running. Its clawws are attached to muscles that 21. claws
can extend tha claws from the cat’s paws. The 22. the
claws are designd for catching and holding 23. designed
prey. AE cat has strong jaws and sharp teeth. It 24. A
uses its teeth to kill and to rir apart its prey. It 25. rip
uses its rough tongue to strip meat from bores, 26. bones
as well as to clean itsself. 27. itself

A cat’s senses are well adapted for hunting. It kan 28. can
pick up smells hundreds off yards or meters 29. of
away. It can hear a wide range of sownds, 30. sounds
including those too high for hulan ears. It can 31. human
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turn its ears to focus on sounds. It has excellennt 32. excellent
eyesight, especially at nit. It can see well to its 33. night
sides and can accurateli judge distances. 34. accurately

CATS ANDKITTENSE 35. KITTENS

A female cat kan have kittens by the age of nine 36. can
ore ten months. She carries her young for about 37. or
nine weeks befere giving birth. An average litter 38. before
is about fowr kittens. 39. four

Kittens’ eyes open about eight to ten daes after 40. days
birth. For about six weeks, they're only food is 41. their
their mother’se milk. Then the mother starts 42. s
bringing them scraps of food. She mey bring back 43. may
live prei. 44. prey

Any cat will hunt-it’s their enstenctive behavior. 45. instinctive
Kitens develop their hunting skills by watching 46. Kittens
their mother and imitating wat she does. This is 47. what
how theiy become good “mousers.” 48. they

SOME INTERESTINGFACTS ABOUTCATSE 49. CATS

Scientists are not sure why, ore how, a cat purrs. 50. or
It is not even certan whether a cat controls its 51. certain
purreng. 52. purring

Cats living inn large numbers on farms form family 53. in
groups, like the pridese of their cousins, the 54. prides
African lions. No othre member of the cat family 55. other
behazes this way. 56. behaves

Your pel cat probably hates to get wet. But cats 57. pet
are natural swimmirs. 58. swimmers

Cats were once feard and hated in Europe. They 59. feared
were believed to be conected with witches and 60. connected
the devil. Fear of cats led to the superstition thet 61. that
a black cat crossing your path brings bad lucck. 62. luck
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Sentence Practice

A number of words have been removed from each sentence and
listed below the sentence. Use the listed words to fill the blanks in
the sentence.

1. Cats living in large numbers on farms form family
groups , like the prides of their cousins,
the African lions. No other member of the cat family behaves
this way .

A. WAY B. FAMILY C. LIKE D. PRIDES E. GROUPS F.
CATS G. OF H. FAMILY

2. Kittens’ eyes open about eight to ten days after
birth . For about six weeks, their only food is
their mother’s milk . Then the mother starts
bringing them scraps of food. She may bring back live
prey.

A. THEN B. MILK C. ONLY D. BIRTH E. MOTHER F.
BACK G. IS H. TEN

3. Cats closely resemble their fossil ancestors of 34 million years
ago. A cat’s skeleton has more than 230 bones.
(A human being’s has 206.) Its hips and shoulders are
loosely attached to its spine. Its tail provides balance . This
build makes cats extremely nimble. A cat can survive falls
by twisting in the air and landing on its feet.

A. MILLION B. SHOULDERS C. A D. S E. MAKES F.
BALANCE G. PROVIDES H. HAS
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4. A cat’s senses are well adapted for hunting. It
can pick up smells hundreds of yards or meters away. It
can hear a wide range of sounds , including those too
high for human ears. It can turn its ears to focus on sounds .
It has excellent eyesight, especially at night. It can see well to
its sides and can accurately judge distances.

A. SOUNDS B. CAN C. IT D. FOR E. SOUNDS F. OR G.
RANGE H. ITS

5. A cat’s powerful muscles aid it in leaping and running. Its
claws are attached to muscles that can extend the
claws from the cat’s paws. The claws are designed
for catching and holding prey. A cat has
strong jaws and sharp teeth. It uses its teeth to kill
and to rip apart its prey. It uses its rough tongue to strip meat
from bones, as well as to clean itself.

A. THE B. AND C. FOR D. ATTACHED E. STRONG F. TO
G. IT H. LEAPING

6. Any cat will hunt-it ’s their instinctive behavior.
Kittens develop their hunting skills by watching their mother
and imitating what she does . This is how they
become good “mousers .”

A. HUNT-IT B. DEVELOP C. DOES D. THEIR E. THIS F.
INSTINCTIVE G. MOUSERS H. CAT

7. Cats were once feared and hated in Europe. They
were believed to be connected with witches
and the devil. Fear of cats led to the superstition
that a black cat crossing your path brings bad luck.

A. TO B. CONNECTED C. BELIEVED D. WERE E. CATS F.
TO G. WERE H. BAD
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8. A cat lies on your lap , purring contentedly. Suddenly
it snaps to attention. Its whiskers twitch. Its
ears stand up. It launches itself at the windowsill. It
makes a strange sound and bats at the window . It’s
after a squirrel on the back fence.

A. IT B. IT C. LAP D. WINDOW E. A F. AND G. TO H.
WINDOWSILL

9. That’s a cat for you. Cats outnumber dogs as
the favorite pet of Americans. The cat is also a
skillful predator . It ’s designed by nature for hunting
mice and other small animals.

A. IT B. DOGS C. PREDATOR D. THE E. OUTNUMBER F.
DESIGNED G. IS H. S

10. Your pet cat probably hates to get
wet . But cats are natural swimmers .

A. WET B. GET C. TO D. ARE E. BUT F. YOUR G.
NATURAL H. SWIMMERS
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Word Practice

Find the hidden words. The words have been placed
horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

U R E G FW L Y L D E T N E T N O C Y E Y I Y S Z
G C E NW T I X H U HW S R EMM I W S A N R RM
V G S I E H K N T C D E QW L C PW Y O Z C C E D
K N P H Y G U A D J L U X E T I R O V A F L N D E
C I E C B I J U Z O S E K C Q R U Y P I O U O L T
Z H C T M S U L P I WK R U E O C MWR U D I U C
G C I A X E I O I S W S I R X L G Q C B T I T O E
B T A C I Y W J H D F G I L I U L I Q G N N N H N
P A L P M E L B M E S E R L L U H E Z P U G E S N
GW L A R L G H G K DWR B L F Q X N UMW T A O
N S Y F Y F Y A N C E S T O R S U S K T B L T T C
I B U S T S I T N E I C S A R I W L S N E A A T Z
G L H S P R E D A T O R P R O V I D E S RWK A X
N H F F V T V Y G K L E I Z L X H K Q CW Y O C J
I D K O S K G N I T A T I M I D P Y F N X O N H T
R J E P N V Q F D O S C C S X C U O Z TWB L E F
B S E H C N U A L D O C V N D E V E I L E B Z D V
C X K N A E V I T C N I T S N I S K E L E T O NM
S L O R T N O C M I C Y E Z W S D E R D N U HWQ
H L RWWH I S K E R S K Y Y R O I V A H E B V Q
CATCHING HUNDREDS INCLUDING
BELIEVED ESPECIALLY WINDOWSILL
CONTROLS SKELETON IMITATING
CONNECTED RESEMBLE BRINGING
SCIENTISTS INSTINCTIVE SHOULDERS
BEHAVIOR WHISKERS LAUNCHES
FAVORITE EYESIGHT ANCESTORS
ATTENTION PREDATOR PROVIDES
WATCHING CONTENTEDLY SKILLFUL
SQUIRREL POWERFUL EXCELLENT
ATTACHED OUTNUMBER SWIMMERS
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