


Word Power | Tropical Rain Forests
& Review of Word Power | The Siege of Vicksburg

1. Using the Across and Down clues, write the correct words in the numbered grid below.
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ACROSS
1. Something that is ______ is surprisingly 

impressive or large.
7. If a system or organization is described as 

a ______ of a particular way of life, it is seen 
as being important and effective in 
defending that way of life. Bastion can be 
used both when you think that this way of 
life should be ended and when you think it 
should be defended.

8. ______s are the methods that you choose to 
use in order to achieve what you want in a 
particular situation.

DOWN
1. If an object is ______, it is firmly fixed in 

position and is not likely to move or fall.
2. An argument, theory, or position that is 

______ cannot be defended successfully 
against criticism or attack.

3. To ______ something means to prevent it 
from having any effect or from working 
properly.

4. If something tears or is torn ______, it is 
violently separated into two or more parts 
or pieces.
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9. ______ is the way in which some animals are 
colored and shaped so that they cannot 
easily be seen in their natural 
surroundings.

12. An ______ is an action that achieves a 
particular purpose, but may not be morally 
right.

15. If you ______ out something, especially 
information, you discover it by searching 
for it very thoroughly.

17. When animals ______, they search for food.
18. If you describe something or someone as 

______, you mean that you feel slightly 
frightened by them because they are very 
great or impressive.

19. ______ plants, trees, and gardens are large, 
healthy, and growing well.

5. A ______ is a major ecological community, 
extending over a large area and usually 
characterized by a dominant vegetation.

6. An ______ is something or someone that 
encumbers you, and if you are 
encumbered by something, it prevents you 
from moving freely or doing what you 
want.

10. A ______ place, especially an underground 
place such as a cave, is unpleasantly damp 
and cold.

11. If you ______ someone or ______ a suggestion 
that they make, you refuse to do what they 
suggest.

13. You use ______ to describe something that 
has dark or light patches on it, or that is 
made up of patches of light and shade.

14. In the past, a ______ was a strong building in 
or near a city, where people could shelter 
for safety.

16. When something is ______ed by a person or 
government, you are only allowed to have 
a limited amount of it, usually because 
there is not enough of it.

For each question below a number of similar words appear, but only one is spelled
correctly and matches the clue that is provided. Write the letter of the correctly spelled
word in the space by the question number.

2.

to pieces, apart, torn

a. ASUNDERE   b. ASUNDER   c. ASUNDIR   d. ASUNDAR

3.

secure, lasting, strong, sound

a. STABBLE   b. STABL   c. STABEL   d. STABLE

4.

stronghold, support, defense, rock

a. BASSION   b. BASTON   c. BASCIAN   d. BASTION

5.

cloak, disguise, mask, veil

a. CAMOFLAGE   b. CAMOUFLAGO   c. CAMOUFLAGE   d. KAMOUFLAGE

6.

damp, dripping, moist, soggy

a. DAPK   b. DANNK   c. DENK   d. DANK

7.

wonderful, brilliant, amazing, stunning

a. STUPENDOUSE   b. STUPENDOS   c. STUPENDUS   d. STUPENDOUS

8.

mottled, spotted, speckled, pied

a. DAPPLED   b. DUPPLED   c. DAPPLD   d. DAPPLEDE
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9.

negate, nullify, subdue

a. NUTRALIZ   b. NEUTRALIZE   c. NEUTPALIZE   d. NEUTRALISE

10.

unsustainable, indefensible, unsound, groundless

a. UNTENABLE   b. UNTENABL   c. UNTENABTE   d. UNTENABEL

11.

lush, rich, dense, abundant

a. LUXURIANT   b. LUXURIANTE   c. LUXUDIANT   d. LUXURIENT

12.

search, hunt, scavenge

a. FERAGE   b. FORIGE   c. FORAGE   d. FOLAGE

13.

burden, weight, difficulty, load

a. ENCUMBRANCE   b. ENCAMBRANCE   c. ENCUMBRANSE   d. ENCUMBRENCE

14.

fortress, keep, tower, stronghold

a. SITADEL   b. CITADEL   c. CITADELL   d. CITTADEL

15.

means, measure, scheme, method

a. EXPEDIANT   b. EXPEDIUNT   c. EXPEDEINT   d. EXPEDIENT

16.

ecosystem, habitat, biosphere

a. BIYME   b. BIOPE   c. BIOM   d. BIOME

17.

impressive, great [informal], powerful, tremendous

a. FORMIDABEL   b. FORMIVABLE   c. FORMIDABLE   d. FERMIDABLE

18.

hunt for, comb, seek

a. FERRETE   b. FERRET   c. FERET   d. FIRRET

19.

limit, control, restrict, save

a. RATION   b. RATIEN   c. RATON   d. RACIAN

20.

reject, decline, refuse, turn down

a. RYBUFF   b. REBUF   c. REBUFF   d. REBEFF

21.

policy, approach, course, way

a. TACTICE   b. TACTEC   c. TACTIK   d. TACTIC

Choose the best option the completes the sentences below:

22. Rain forests were once thought to be little more than bothersome ______s to exploration 
and civilized development.
a. encumbrance   b. stupendous   c. neutralize   d. expedient   e. tactic

23. The Union strategy in the midst of the Civil War was simple: gain control of the 
Mississippi River, and the Confederacy will be broken ______.
a. forage   b. asunder   c. encumbrance   d. rebuff   e. stable
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24. The trees also attract insect-eating birds that travel the tree trunks and ______ out the 
insects that are dining on the rotting wood.
a. citadel   b. ration   c. ferret   d. asunder   e. formidable

25. A leopard's ______ coat keeps it well hidden in the shadows, while the leafy-looking shell 
of a matamata turtle blends in with dead leaves floating down a stream.
a. dank   b. bastion   c. dappled   d. camouflage   e. untenable

26. Gibbons and spider monkeys swing from branch to branch while other animals make 
______ leaps from one tree to another.
a. stupendous   b. biome   c. dappled   d. untenable   e. luxuriant

27. Leaf-eating animals ______ on these lush, leafy trees.
a. encumbrance   b. rebuff   c. stable   d. forage   e. biome

28. Finding his position ______, Pemberton decided to surrender Vicksburg on July 4, 1863.
a. ferret   b. citadel   c. luxuriant   d. untenable   e. bastion

29. The cool, ______ forest floor is blanketed with moss and wet leaves.
a. formidable   b. dappled   c. expedient   d. stupendous   e. dank

30. Grant tried a variety of ______s to unseat the rebel force.
a. tactic   b. neutralize   c. dank   d. ration   e. camouflage

31. The ______ vegetation includes rare and strange flowers and other plants, many of which 
have medicinal value.
a. asunder   b. bastion   c. stable   d. ferret   e. luxuriant

32. There was, however, one ______ obstacle to this plan—Vicksburg.
a. dappled   b. encumbrance   c. formidable   d. biome   e. untenable

33. Like a desert, a tropical rain forest is a ______ with its own unique climate, plants, and 
animals.
a. camouflage   b. tactic   c. biome   d. dank   e. stupendous

34. Instead of chicken or pork, small amounts of mule meat were ______ed to the hungry 
defenders.
a. citadel   b. forage   c. expedient   d. rebuff   e. ration

35. The simple ______ of crossing upriver and approaching Vicksburg from the east was 
defeated by an impassable swamp.
a. neutralize   b. luxuriant   c. expedient   d. ration   e. asunder

36. Called the Gibraltar of the Confederacy, Vicksburg, Mississippi, offered the perfect ______ 
for the defenders.
a. encumbrance   b. bastion   c. stupendous   d. ration   e. rebuff

37. A close look reveals the natural ______ that helps conceal them.
a. forage   b. biome   c. dank   d. camouflage   e. formidable
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38. Once across, he sent General W. T. Sherman east to block any efforts to reinforce the 
now-endangered ______.
a. ferret   b. tactic   c. stable   d. citadel   e. untenable

39. General John C. Pemberton, could sink any ship attempting to pass and ______ any 
assault.
a. luxuriant   b. asunder   c. rebuff   d. neutralize   e. dappled

40. To be extra ______, tropical porcupines and monkeys wrap their tails around branches.
a. stable   b. camouflage   c. asunder   d. expedient   e. bastion

41. The task much needed at the time to ______ this fortress fell to Ulysses S. Grant.
a. stable   b. rebuff   c. neutralize   d. dank   e. forage
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42. Find the hidden words. The words have been placed horizontally, vertically, or
diagonally. When you locate a word, draw a circle around it.

C A D L A Z Q N A L N O Z L W F I I

L K E U G W K Z X H R U V M V N T E

B L N N S T A B L E D A P P L E D L

P Z O T L U X U R I A N T Z R U L B

T E I E G K L I I S M Z I R T Q S A

M W T N N D S L D S Z S E F Y R S D

R B S A E O X Z H F J F N Z R U A I

E A A B X M I F O R A G E Y N R O M

B O B L P E U T M T F U P D P M H R

U O R E E T U L A B L T E G K T E O

F U Z F D Q B L W R Q R U T O D U F

F X S F I M G S U O D N E P U T S I

J V X U E W F E E G A L F U O M A C

W P Z A N F M L D V T A C T I C A Z

N N P T T O E N C U M B R A N C E D

T V N V I D Q Z N I G H A C J J W E

J K E B K N A D W X L E D A T I C P

O I K H U Y N E U T R A L I Z E F R

formidable ferret stupendous untenable tactic
encumbrance asunder expedient camouflage neutralize
biome ration stable luxuriant dank
citadel bastion dappled rebuff forage
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43. In each line of text below there is one word that has been misspelled. Circle the
misspelled word and then write the correct spelling of the word on the line on the right
side of the page.

Tropical Ran Forests 1.

Rain forests were once thought to be little more then bothersome 2.
encumbrances to exploration and civilizd development. This is no longer 3.
the cas. Today people throughout the world are beginning to realize 4.
that a rich variety of plants and animals are sheltered in the rain ferests. 5.
Like a desert, a tropical rain ferest is a biome with its own unique climate, 6.
plakts, and animals. 7.

Trees that grow up to 150 feet in height form a canopy that holds most off 8.
the food sources for the animals that live in them. Tropikal mammals who 9.
live at these heights have learned a variety of ways to move abowt. 10.
Gibbons and spider monkeys swing from bronch to branch while other 11.
animals make stupendous leips from one tree to another. For extra 12.
stability, tropical porcupines and monkeys rap their tails around 13.
blanches. 14.

Sandwiched between the forest flor and the treetops is a layer of 15.
natural growth called the understory. The dem light at this level has been 16.
filtered throgh the forest's canopy. Here thin-trunked trees sprout 17.
leaves thet look like partially closed umbrellas which have been bent to 18.
katch the scarce sunlight. Leaf-eating animals forage on these lush, leafy 19.
trees. The trees also atract insect-eating birds that travel the tree trunks 20.
and ferret out tha insects that are dining on the rotting wood. 21.

The cool, dank forest flor is blanketed with moss and wet leaves. Only 1 22.
percent of tha sunlight shining on the canopy reaches the ground. The 23.
luxuriant vegetation includes rar and strange flowers and other plants, 24.
many of wich have medicinal value. Two-thirds of the medicines used 25.
today were frst made from rain forest plants. 26.

Many animals lay hiddan among the layers of leaves and moss. A close 27.
look reveils the natural camouflage that helps conceal them. A leopard's 28.
dappled coat keeps it well hidden in the shadows, wile the leafy-looking 29.
shell of an matamata turtle blends in with dead leaves floating down a 30.
straim. 31.



Word Power | Tropical Rain Forests
& Review of Word Power | The Siege of Vicksburg

1. Using the Across and Down clues, write the correct words in the numbered grid below.
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ACROSS
1. Something that is ______ is surprisingly 

impressive or large.
7. If a system or organization is described as 

a ______ of a particular way of life, it is seen 
as being important and effective in 
defending that way of life. Bastion can be 
used both when you think that this way of 
life should be ended and when you think it 
should be defended.

8. ______s are the methods that you choose to 
use in order to achieve what you want in a 
particular situation.

DOWN
1. If an object is ______, it is firmly fixed in 

position and is not likely to move or fall.
2. An argument, theory, or position that is 

______ cannot be defended successfully 
against criticism or attack.

3. To ______ something means to prevent it 
from having any effect or from working 
properly.

4. If something tears or is torn ______, it is 
violently separated into two or more parts 
or pieces.
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9. ______ is the way in which some animals are 
colored and shaped so that they cannot 
easily be seen in their natural 
surroundings.

12. An ______ is an action that achieves a 
particular purpose, but may not be morally 
right.

15. If you ______ out something, especially 
information, you discover it by searching 
for it very thoroughly.

17. When animals ______, they search for food.
18. If you describe something or someone as 

______, you mean that you feel slightly 
frightened by them because they are very 
great or impressive.

19. ______ plants, trees, and gardens are large, 
healthy, and growing well.

5. A ______ is a major ecological community, 
extending over a large area and usually 
characterized by a dominant vegetation.

6. An ______ is something or someone that 
encumbers you, and if you are 
encumbered by something, it prevents you 
from moving freely or doing what you 
want.

10. A ______ place, especially an underground 
place such as a cave, is unpleasantly damp 
and cold.

11. If you ______ someone or ______ a suggestion 
that they make, you refuse to do what they 
suggest.

13. You use ______ to describe something that 
has dark or light patches on it, or that is 
made up of patches of light and shade.

14. In the past, a ______ was a strong building in 
or near a city, where people could shelter 
for safety.

16. When something is ______ed by a person or 
government, you are only allowed to have 
a limited amount of it, usually because 
there is not enough of it.

For each question below a number of similar words appear, but only one is spelled
correctly and matches the clue that is provided. Write the letter of the correctly spelled
word in the space by the question number.

2. b

to pieces, apart, torn

a. ASUNDERE   b. ASUNDER   c. ASUNDIR   d. ASUNDAR

3. d

secure, lasting, strong, sound

a. STABBLE   b. STABL   c. STABEL   d. STABLE

4. d

stronghold, support, defense, rock

a. BASSION   b. BASTON   c. BASCIAN   d. BASTION

5. c

cloak, disguise, mask, veil

a. CAMOFLAGE   b. CAMOUFLAGO   c. CAMOUFLAGE   d. KAMOUFLAGE

6. d

damp, dripping, moist, soggy

a. DAPK   b. DANNK   c. DENK   d. DANK

7. d

wonderful, brilliant, amazing, stunning

a. STUPENDOUSE   b. STUPENDOS   c. STUPENDUS   d. STUPENDOUS

8. a

mottled, spotted, speckled, pied

a. DAPPLED   b. DUPPLED   c. DAPPLD   d. DAPPLEDE
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9. b

negate, nullify, subdue

a. NUTRALIZ   b. NEUTRALIZE   c. NEUTPALIZE   d. NEUTRALISE

10. a

unsustainable, indefensible, unsound, groundless

a. UNTENABLE   b. UNTENABL   c. UNTENABTE   d. UNTENABEL

11. a

lush, rich, dense, abundant

a. LUXURIANT   b. LUXURIANTE   c. LUXUDIANT   d. LUXURIENT

12. c

search, hunt, scavenge

a. FERAGE   b. FORIGE   c. FORAGE   d. FOLAGE

13. a

burden, weight, difficulty, load

a. ENCUMBRANCE   b. ENCAMBRANCE   c. ENCUMBRANSE   d. ENCUMBRENCE

14. b

fortress, keep, tower, stronghold

a. SITADEL   b. CITADEL   c. CITADELL   d. CITTADEL

15. d

means, measure, scheme, method

a. EXPEDIANT   b. EXPEDIUNT   c. EXPEDEINT   d. EXPEDIENT

16. d

ecosystem, habitat, biosphere

a. BIYME   b. BIOPE   c. BIOM   d. BIOME

17. c

impressive, great [informal], powerful, tremendous

a. FORMIDABEL   b. FORMIVABLE   c. FORMIDABLE   d. FERMIDABLE

18. b

hunt for, comb, seek

a. FERRETE   b. FERRET   c. FERET   d. FIRRET

19. a

limit, control, restrict, save

a. RATION   b. RATIEN   c. RATON   d. RACIAN

20. c

reject, decline, refuse, turn down

a. RYBUFF   b. REBUF   c. REBUFF   d. REBEFF

21. d

policy, approach, course, way

a. TACTICE   b. TACTEC   c. TACTIK   d. TACTIC

Choose the best option the completes the sentences below:

22. a Rain forests were once thought to be little more than bothersome ______s to exploration 
and civilized development.
a. encumbrance   b. stupendous   c. neutralize   d. expedient   e. tactic

23. b The Union strategy in the midst of the Civil War was simple: gain control of the 
Mississippi River, and the Confederacy will be broken ______.
a. forage   b. asunder   c. encumbrance   d. rebuff   e. stable
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24. c The trees also attract insect-eating birds that travel the tree trunks and ______ out the 
insects that are dining on the rotting wood.
a. citadel   b. ration   c. ferret   d. asunder   e. formidable

25. c A leopard's ______ coat keeps it well hidden in the shadows, while the leafy-looking shell 
of a matamata turtle blends in with dead leaves floating down a stream.
a. dank   b. bastion   c. dappled   d. camouflage   e. untenable

26. a Gibbons and spider monkeys swing from branch to branch while other animals make 
______ leaps from one tree to another.
a. stupendous   b. biome   c. dappled   d. untenable   e. luxuriant

27. d Leaf-eating animals ______ on these lush, leafy trees.
a. encumbrance   b. rebuff   c. stable   d. forage   e. biome

28. d Finding his position ______, Pemberton decided to surrender Vicksburg on July 4, 1863.
a. ferret   b. citadel   c. luxuriant   d. untenable   e. bastion

29. e The cool, ______ forest floor is blanketed with moss and wet leaves.
a. formidable   b. dappled   c. expedient   d. stupendous   e. dank

30. a Grant tried a variety of ______s to unseat the rebel force.
a. tactic   b. neutralize   c. dank   d. ration   e. camouflage

31. e The ______ vegetation includes rare and strange flowers and other plants, many of which 
have medicinal value.
a. asunder   b. bastion   c. stable   d. ferret   e. luxuriant

32. c There was, however, one ______ obstacle to this plan—Vicksburg.
a. dappled   b. encumbrance   c. formidable   d. biome   e. untenable

33. c Like a desert, a tropical rain forest is a ______ with its own unique climate, plants, and 
animals.
a. camouflage   b. tactic   c. biome   d. dank   e. stupendous

34. e Instead of chicken or pork, small amounts of mule meat were ______ed to the hungry 
defenders.
a. citadel   b. forage   c. expedient   d. rebuff   e. ration

35. c The simple ______ of crossing upriver and approaching Vicksburg from the east was 
defeated by an impassable swamp.
a. neutralize   b. luxuriant   c. expedient   d. ration   e. asunder

36. b Called the Gibraltar of the Confederacy, Vicksburg, Mississippi, offered the perfect ______ 
for the defenders.
a. encumbrance   b. bastion   c. stupendous   d. ration   e. rebuff

37. d A close look reveals the natural ______ that helps conceal them.
a. forage   b. biome   c. dank   d. camouflage   e. formidable
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38. d Once across, he sent General W. T. Sherman east to block any efforts to reinforce the 
now-endangered ______.
a. ferret   b. tactic   c. stable   d. citadel   e. untenable

39. c General John C. Pemberton, could sink any ship attempting to pass and ______ any 
assault.
a. luxuriant   b. asunder   c. rebuff   d. neutralize   e. dappled

40. a To be extra ______, tropical porcupines and monkeys wrap their tails around branches.
a. stable   b. camouflage   c. asunder   d. expedient   e. bastion

41. c The task much needed at the time to ______ this fortress fell to Ulysses S. Grant.
a. stable   b. rebuff   c. neutralize   d. dank   e. forage
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42. Find the hidden words. The words have been placed horizontally, vertically, or
diagonally. When you locate a word, draw a circle around it.

C A D L A Z Q N A L N O Z L W F I I

L K E U G W K Z X H R U V M V N T E

B L N N S T A B L E D A P P L E D L

P Z O T L U X U R I A N T Z R U L B

T E I E G K L I I S M Z I R T Q S A

M W T N N D S L D S Z S E F Y R S D

R B S A E O X Z H F J F N Z R U A I

E A A B X M I F O R A G E Y N R O M

B O B L P E U T M T F U P D P M H R

U O R E E T U L A B L T E G K T E O

F U Z F D Q B L W R Q R U T O D U F

F X S F I M G S U O D N E P U T S I

J V X U E W F E E G A L F U O M A C

W P Z A N F M L D V T A C T I C A Z

N N P T T O E N C U M B R A N C E D

T V N V I D Q Z N I G H A C J J W E

J K E B K N A D W X L E D A T I C P

O I K H U Y N E U T R A L I Z E F R

formidable ferret stupendous untenable tactic
encumbrance asunder expedient camouflage neutralize
biome ration stable luxuriant dank
citadel bastion dappled rebuff forage
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43. In each line of text below there is one word that has been misspelled. Circle the
misspelled word and then write the correct spelling of the word on the line on the right
side of the page.

Tropical Ran Forests 1. Rain

Rain forests were once thought to be little more then bothersome 2. than
encumbrances to exploration and civilizd development. This is no longer 3. civilized
the cas. Today people throughout the world are beginning to realize 4. case
that a rich variety of plants and animals are sheltered in the rain ferests. 5. forests
Like a desert, a tropical rain ferest is a biome with its own unique climate, 6. forest
plakts, and animals. 7. plants

Trees that grow up to 150 feet in height form a canopy that holds most off 8. of
the food sources for the animals that live in them. Tropikal mammals who 9. Tropical
live at these heights have learned a variety of ways to move abowt. 10. about
Gibbons and spider monkeys swing from bronch to branch while other 11. branch
animals make stupendous leips from one tree to another. For extra 12. leaps
stability, tropical porcupines and monkeys rap their tails around 13. wrap
blanches. 14. branches

Sandwiched between the forest flor and the treetops is a layer of 15. floor
natural growth called the understory. The dem light at this level has been 16. dim
filtered throgh the forest's canopy. Here thin-trunked trees sprout 17. through
leaves thet look like partially closed umbrellas which have been bent to 18. that
katch the scarce sunlight. Leaf-eating animals forage on these lush, leafy 19. catch
trees. The trees also atract insect-eating birds that travel the tree trunks 20. attract
and ferret out tha insects that are dining on the rotting wood. 21. the

The cool, dank forest flor is blanketed with moss and wet leaves. Only 1 22. floor
percent of tha sunlight shining on the canopy reaches the ground. The 23. the
luxuriant vegetation includes rar and strange flowers and other plants, 24. rare
many of wich have medicinal value. Two-thirds of the medicines used 25. which
today were frst made from rain forest plants. 26. first

Many animals lay hiddan among the layers of leaves and moss. A close 27. hidden
look reveils the natural camouflage that helps conceal them. A leopard's 28. reveals
dappled coat keeps it well hidden in the shadows, wile the leafy-looking 29. while
shell of an matamata turtle blends in with dead leaves floating down a 30. a
straim. 31. stream
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