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Do You Know | Giraffes

1. Put the headings where they belong in the text.

[1]

Imagine being tall enough to see over rooftops. Giraffes are that tall. They are the tallest animals in the

world. What makes a giraffe so tall is its long neck. A big male giraffe stands almost 20 feet (6 meters)

high. That is about as tall as a two-story building.

Giraffes live in Africa, on plains called savannas. They live in places where there are trees with leaves

that they can eat.

[2]

Giraffes have short bodies and long, skinny legs. Their front legs are a little longer than their back legs.

Males are usually taller than females.

Giraffes can gallop as fast as 35 miles per hour (56 kilometers per hour). That is as fast as cars often go

on side streets.

Short, thick fur covers giraffes. Their fur has a pattern of brown patches. Some patches look like
stepping stones from a path. Lighter colored lines separate the patches. The color and pattern of their

fur helps giraffes blend in with trees and leaves. It helps giraffes hide from lions.

Giraffes have a mane, a line of longer fur along their necks. They have a tail with a long tuft of fur at the

end. Giraffes use their tails to swat flies and other insects that land on them.

Giraffes have two stubby horns covered with skin on their heads. A male’s horns are bigger than a

female’s horns.

[3]

Giraffes stick their necks up and nibble the leaves off trees. Their long necks and great height help them
eat leaves that are too high for other animals to reach. A giraffe wraps its long tongue around twigs with

leaves the way you would grab leaves with your hand! The giraffe pulls the twigs into its mouth.

Giraffes can even eat leaves from trees that have thorns. Their tongues and lips have a hard covering.

The covering lets the giraffe bite off sharp thorns that grow on some trees.
Giraffes have special teeth with deep grooves. They use their teeth to strip the leaves off twigs.

Male and female giraffes eat leaves from different parts of the tree. Males reach their long necks up to

the highest branches. Females eat leaves closer to the ground.

[4]

Giraffes live together in groups called herds. There are usually about ten giraffes in a herd. Herds do not



English Plus Podcast -2-

have leaders. A giraffe can leave one herd and join another.

Sometimes young males get together to make a herd. Sometimes females with calves (babies) get

together to look for food.

Giraffes live peacefully until it is time to mate. Males fight each other for mates. They first wrap their
necks around each other. Then they bang their horns together. They do not usually hurt each other. The

loser just walks away.

A male mates with many females. The females are pregnant for about 15 months. A mother giraffe does
not lie down to give birth. She stands on all four legs. The newborn calf just drops to the ground. It can

stand up after only about 20 minutes!

Calves have more enemies than adult giraffes do. Lions, leopards, and hyenas kill many calves. Giraffes

that reach adulthood live for about 25 years.

[5]

There were huge herds of giraffes in Africa until about 100 years ago. Hunters killed many of the
animals. People destroyed places where giraffes lived. There are many fewer giraffes alive today, but

they are not endangered.

Giraffes are protected. Many giraffes live in national parks and game reserves. Big giraffe herds with

more than 100 members can still be found in Tanzania’s Serengeti National Park.

HOW DO GIRAFFES EAT? WHAT DO GIRAFFES LOOK LIKE?
ARE GIRAFFES ENDANGERED? GIRAFFES
GIRAFFE FAMILIES
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The words below have been written in code. Use the decoder ring to crack the code and
write the word on the line beside the code. The letters in each word have been shifted
clockwise or counter-clockwise a specific number of spaces on the decoder ring. The secret
code is different for each word.
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2. SNMFTDR 12. OLLCQLMP
3. ATHKCHMF 13. EFDEBPQ
4. GKYEGLC 14. KGLSRCQ
5. PLJBQFJBP 15. XKLQEBO
6. HMRDBSR 16. MDVANQM
7. QRPCCRQ 17. QXIIBPQ
8. AMJMPCB 18. CLCKGCQ
9. EDLZKDR 19. KDZCDQR
10. DYKGJGCQ 20. BNUDQHMF
11. PXSXKKXP 21. ABPQOLVBA
A. rooftops B. covering C. females D. families E. destroyed
F. colored G. tallest H. enemies l. tongues J. newborn
K. streets L. highest M. another N. imagine O. sometimes
P. leaders Q. minutes R. savannas S. insects T. building
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The letters of the words below are jumbled. Figure out what the word is and write it on the
blank line provided.

22. GNIDLIUB 32. SEIMENE

23. YLLUFECAEP 33. NRETTAP

24. SETUNIM 34. LAICEPS

25. REHTEGOT 35. SEUGNOT

26. REHTONA 36. TNANGERP

27. ETARAPES 37. SEHCTAP

28. DEYORTSED 38. SDRAPOEL

29. ITEGNERES 39. TSELLAT

30. ENIGAMI 40. SELAMEF

31. SEVRESER 41. SPOTFOOR

A. tongues B. peacefully C. pregnant D. minutes E. together
F. building G. another H. destroyed l. enemies J. special
K. reserves L. leopards M. tallest N. rooftops O. females
P. separate Q. pattern R. serengeti S. patches T. imagine

42. Find and connect the trail of letters for each word. The trails can wander up, down, left,
right, and diagonally.
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AV B N T E G Z O R G F A W A T R O N W
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A E G E UL R/ C S P S R E L B G N L U U
b N E F A L D O E S S E I K C P O S L A
w E B C Z Y V E Z E E U H A T P T O R
AZ U O L O R E R V R B S E X Y F O I X
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A. covered B. giraffes C. separate D. usually

E. stepping F. together G. another H. rooftops

|. destroyed J. families K. tongues L. endangered
M. serengeti N. different O. streets P. patches

Q. building R. pattern S. peacefully T. reserves

43. Find the hidden words. The words have been placed horizontally, vertically, or
diagonally. When you locate a word, draw a circle around it.
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Do You Know | Giraffes

1. Put the headings where they belong in the text.

[1] GIRAFFES

Imagine being tall enough to see over rooftops. Giraffes are that tall. They are the tallest animals in the
world. What makes a giraffe so tall is its long neck. A big male giraffe stands almost 20 feet (6 meters)

high. That is about as tall as a two-story building.

Giraffes live in Africa, on plains called savannas. They live in places where there are trees with leaves

that they can eat.

[2] WHAT DO GIRAFFES LOOK LIKE?

Giraffes have short bodies and long, skinny legs. Their front legs are a little longer than their back legs.

Males are usually taller than females.

Giraffes can gallop as fast as 35 miles per hour (56 kilometers per hour). That is as fast as cars often go

on side streets.

Short, thick fur covers giraffes. Their fur has a pattern of brown patches. Some patches look like
stepping stones from a path. Lighter colored lines separate the patches. The color and pattern of their

fur helps giraffes blend in with trees and leaves. It helps giraffes hide from lions.

Giraffes have a mane, a line of longer fur along their necks. They have a tail with a long tuft of fur at the

end. Giraffes use their tails to swat flies and other insects that land on them.

Giraffes have two stubby horns covered with skin on their heads. A male’s horns are bigger than a

female’s horns.

[3] HOW DO GIRAFFES EAT?

Giraffes stick their necks up and nibble the leaves off trees. Their long necks and great height help them
eat leaves that are too high for other animals to reach. A giraffe wraps its long tongue around twigs with

leaves the way you would grab leaves with your hand! The giraffe pulls the twigs into its mouth.

Giraffes can even eat leaves from trees that have thorns. Their tongues and lips have a hard covering.

The covering lets the giraffe bite off sharp thorns that grow on some trees.
Giraffes have special teeth with deep grooves. They use their teeth to strip the leaves off twigs.

Male and female giraffes eat leaves from different parts of the tree. Males reach their long necks up to

the highest branches. Females eat leaves closer to the ground.

[4] GIRAFFE FAMILIES

Giraffes live together in groups called herds. There are usually about ten giraffes in a herd. Herds do not
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have leaders. A giraffe can leave one herd and join another.

Sometimes young males get together to make a herd. Sometimes females with calves (babies) get

together to look for food.

Giraffes live peacefully until it is time to mate. Males fight each other for mates. They first wrap their
necks around each other. Then they bang their horns together. They do not usually hurt each other. The

loser just walks away.

A male mates with many females. The females are pregnant for about 15 months. A mother giraffe does
not lie down to give birth. She stands on all four legs. The newborn calf just drops to the ground. It can

stand up after only about 20 minutes!

Calves have more enemies than adult giraffes do. Lions, leopards, and hyenas kill many calves. Giraffes

that reach adulthood live for about 25 years.

[5] ARE GIRAFFES ENDANGERED?

There were huge herds of giraffes in Africa until about 100 years ago. Hunters killed many of the
animals. People destroyed places where giraffes lived. There are many fewer giraffes alive today, but

they are not endangered.

Giraffes are protected. Many giraffes live in national parks and game reserves. Big giraffe herds with

more than 100 members can still be found in Tanzania’s Serengeti National Park.

HOW DO GIRAFFES EAT? WHAT DO GIRAFFES LOOK LIKE?
ARE GIRAFFES ENDANGERED? GIRAFFES
GIRAFFE FAMILIES
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The words below have been written in code. Use the decoder ring to crack the code and
write the word on the line beside the code. The letters in each word have been shifted
clockwise or counter-clockwise a specific number of spaces on the decoder ring. The secret
code is different for each word.
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2. SNMFTDR tongues 12. OLLCQLMP rooftops
3. ATHKCHMF building 13. EFDEBPQ highest
4. GKYEGLC imagine 14. KGLSRCQ minutes
5. PLJBQFJBP sometimes 15. XKLQEBO another
6. HMRDBSR insects 16. MDVANQM newborn
7. QRPCCRQ streets 17. QXIIBPQ tallest
8. AMJMPCB colored 18. CLCKGCQ enemies
9. EDLZKDR females 19. KDZCDQR leaders
10. DYKGJGCQ families 20. BNUDQHMF covering
11. PXSXKKXP savannas 21. ABPQOLVBA destroyed
A. rooftops B. covering C. females D. families E. destroyed
F. colored G. tallest H. enemies l. tongues J. newborn
K. streets L. highest M. another N. imagine O. sometimes
P. leaders Q. minutes R. savannas S. insects T. building
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The letters of the words below are jumbled. Figure out what the word is and write it on the

blank line provided.

22. GNIDLIUB BUILDING

23. YLLUFECAEP PEACEFULLY
24. SETUNIM  MINUTES

25. REHTEGOT TOGETHER
26. REHTONA ANOTHER

27. ETARAPES SEPARATE

28. DEYORTSED DESTROYED
29. ITEGNERES SERENGETI
30. ENIGAMI IMAGINE

31. SEVRESER RESERVES

A. tongues B. peacefully
F. building G. another
K. reserves L. leopards
P. separate Q. pattern

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

C. pregnant
H. destroyed
M. tallest

R. serengeti

SEIMENE ENEMIES
NRETTAP PATTERN
LAICEPS SPECIAL
SEUGNOT TONGUES
TNANGERP PREGNANT
SEHCTAP PATCHES
SDRAPOEL LEOPARDS
TSELLAT TALLEST
SELAMEF FEMALES
SPOTFOOR ROOFTOPS

D. minutes E. together
l. enemies J. special

N. rooftops O. females
S. patches T. imagine

42. Find and connect the trail of letters for each word. The trails can wander up, down, left,

right, and diagonally.

Z Q W B N
A V B N
A O A D
r_—T/XNqaR
¢ Vv B J M
) N
cZ—sv
L R PY
¥
W E B z ¥

A Z U O L O

3
—
;
—>
—

I =

J‘»'Ué
d
_J

A

&

< 0O

< O
T

A A c o

7~

il

x | %

=
o

X

Copyright © 2021 English Plus Podcast | www.englishpluspodcast.com



English Plus Pod

cast

A. covered
E. stepping

|. destroyed

M. serengeti
Q. building

B. giraffes C. separate D. usually

F. together G. another H. rooftops

J. families K. tongues L. endangered
N. different O. streets P. patches

R. pattern S. peacefully T. reserves

43. Find the hidden words. The words have been placed horizontally, vertically, or
diagonally. When you locate a word, draw a circle around it.
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covering covered animals special branches members
enemies lighter usually families savannas building
ﬁ;c\),\(l)l;/sfn fc?;(e:ft\szr sometimes destroyed colored another
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